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ton and Charles Elliot, Superintendent of British Trade in China, to reach an agreement on banning opium smuggling on
the inner river. But that agreement ceased to function because of the arrival of Commissioner Lin Zexu, whose mission

was to launch a much more severe policy to extinguish the opium trade.

From Disorder to Conformity: Changes in Provincial Finance Organizations in the Late Qing Dynasty

................................................................................................ Liu Zenghe ( 56)

By cutting down some departments and making structural reforms, provincial finance organizations in the late Qing
period underwent an important change from disorder to a relatively unified financial authority. In the early period of the
re-organization, they focused on reducing expenditures, and in the late period they attached importance to institutional re-
forms. In the reign of Emperor Guangxu the adjustments of the financial systems were first driven by the provincial gover-
nors, inspectors and local magistrates themselves. Then in the reign of Emperor Xuantong they were spurred by the Min-
istry of Revenue as well as the imperial edict to “cut down departments and make structural reforms. " Though governor-
generals and governors carried out the reforms in accordance with the edict, they tried to hold on to real financial power.
The governor-generals and governors merely paid lip service to the Ministry of Revenue, making it hard for the ministry to
realize its desire to unify the financial system and strengthen the Financial Commissioner’s real power. Since the structural
rectifications were influenced by many institutional and personnel factors, the provincial finance organizations established
through reform clearly exhibited a characteristic combination of the old with the new, and could not be completely separat-
ed from the old tradition in bureaucratic divisions, staff composition and operational practices. As to the structural re-
forms, the Qing court and the provincial governments were all restricted by their inertia and limited capabilities, thus

leaving behind less than completely positive results.

Using Temple Estates to Set Up Schools in Late Qing Sichuan, and the Disputes Arising Therefrom
...................................................................................................... Xu Yue (73)

The practice of using temple estates to set up schools in Sichuan began with the national policy of 1902, and the e-
dict of 1905 to protect temple estates was a watershed. Before the issue of the edict, all prefectures and counties formulat-
ed plans and provided them to superior officials. These plans were mainly drawn up by officials and gentry according to lo-
cal conditions. After the issue of the edict, the governor-general of Sichuan began to implement a series of policies to limit
ways of withdrawing temple estates. At the same time, before the issue of the edict, temples generally submitted to their
treatment by the local officials and gentry, though there were some partial dispu.tes. After the issue of the edict, more and
more monks used the edict to question the justice of withdrawing the temple estates, and their disputes with local officials
generally increased. As to the use of buildings, the ratio of new schools established in temples was considerable in all ar-
ecas. However, the timing, methods and extents of temple estate withdrawals varied greatly from prefecture to prefecture.
Generally speaking, in the process of setting up schools, poor areas largely depended on temple estates, while rich areas

just took temple estates as supplementary financial resources.
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