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Modern Chinese History Studies

A Concise and Readable Patriotism Textbook—Commentary on The Concise Reader on China’s
War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression ««------:---+---+- Hu Dekun, Luo Yongkuan(4)

The Modern History of Locality ; Transmitting Rites to Ordinary People and Rural Society during
the Period of the “Emptiness of Prefectures and Counties” --«:::cocoeeeeeeenee. Luo Zhitian(6)

In connection with the “ Emptiness of Prefectures and Counties,” which formed in the process of unification starting in
the Southern Song Dynasty, intellectuals began continually striving to build grass-roots civil society through the method of
“transmitting rites to ordinary people. ” This attempt, which persisted for one thousand years and implied morality in the
pursuit of public welfare, heavily emphasized localities and stressed “civil community,” suggesting the necessity and
possibility of observing history from a “non-national” perspective. Prefectures and counties were not only the basic spaces
(real and imaginary) for people to live, but also spaces for gentry, low-level officials, and families to interact. Given the

negotiations between “nation” and “civil community,” and between the system and rural customs, representatives of the
nation could not always carry out their functions, and those people who carried out the nation’s functions frequently did not
represent the nation. Against the background of a partially formed “ nation,” an orientation of “usingthe gentry’s power to
construct the nation” gradually formed. Intellectuals in rural areas were not only to “educate the people and form moral
customs,” they were also supposed to consolidate society. The joining of “morals” with the countryside endowed localities

with additional independent meaning, and also decreased the influence of high-level political changes.

Chieftains and Central Government Jurisdiction ; The Dilemma of a Border Town in the Late Qing
Period --------- Seccsscsssser s et anansnnen e sessene eescsssnnnesensene Sessssessssnssnnsnerenns Zhao Shiyu(zg)

The Chieftain Office of Nine Families was a Tusi Yamen on the border between Luzhou and Xuzhou in the south of
Sichuan, which was also in the border region between Yunnan, Guizhou and Sichuan. Until the late Qing period, the area
was still a place with complicated ethnic relations and a gathering place for refugees, so the Tusi system had long been
maintained there. During the reign of the Emperor Tongzhi (1861 — 1865) , because immigrants from other places pushed
aside local students in the local quota for the Imperial Examination, the officials and gentry of the Chieftain Office of Nine
Families complained and appealed, indicating their desire that the traditional pattern of rule be maintained. At a time in
which they were facing the modern challenges of commercialization, population transfers, system transformation, and the
entrance of Western power, their expectations could not but be shattered. However, the central government did not

completely resolve the problem of the administrative system, which persisted until the 20" century.

The Controversy over Abolishing the Parliament in the Early Years of the Republic of China and
the Direction of the Republican Political System  «--c-«cceceeeet eesseenenns Yang Tianhong(41)
During the late Qing and the early Republican periods, the Chinese people studied the West and established a

parliamentary political system, but criticisms of this approach were also raised. In the late Qing period, Zhang Taiyan

published an article explicitly opposing the system, titled “ A Discussion of Whether a Representative Parliament is

Correct. "In the early 1920s, Zhang Shizhao responded to Zhang Taiyan, again raising difficult questions and criticizing the

new system. At the time, China’s parliamentary system had already been in place for more than ten years, so the abuses of

the parliamentary system had been fully exposed. Additionally, feeling the effects of the trend in the West towards criticism
of parliamentary systems, debates in China about whether the system was good quickly shifted to debates about whether or
not it should be abolished. Abolishing the national parliament quickly became an almost universal demand within all social
circles. Because politicians faced a dilemma in choosing between “legally constituted authority” and “ revolution,” the
parliament was abolished before the premises of the parliamentary system had been explicitly negated. The main reason the

Chinese people criticized the parliamentary system was that it could not represent the people’s will—they argued that the

parliamentary system was indirect democracy and the best political system was direct democracy. In the process of criticizing
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and managing the parliament, various circles advocated a “national congress,” which was seen as embodying direct
democracy. However, as the design and practice of the political system in the early period of the Nanjing Nationalist

government proved that in practice it was difficult for direct democracy to avoid being distorted by “improper
representation,” which led it to trend away from true democratic politics.

Systemic Evolution and Identity Transformation—The Compeosition, Structure and Problems of
the New Group of Judicial Officials in the Late Qing Period -----------c----:- Li Zaiquan (65)

In the thirty-second year of Emperor Guangxu’s reign, the Qing government established the Da Li Yuan, and from this
system China’s new type of judicial officials appeared. During Emperor Xuantong’s reign, the selection of judicial officials
gradually moved to a system of standard examinations. Through a nation-wide examination to select judicial officials in the
second year of Emperor Xuantong, a large number of students specializing in law and politics entered the ranks of judicial
officials. Because of the New Policies, constitutionalism, and other transformations in the governmental system, many
traditional personnel pursued modern transformations, changing from “old personnel” to a “new type of person. " The
majority of these“new” judicial officials were former traditional criminal judges and candidates for official positions. The
differences between new and old indeed existed in the judicial officials of the late Qing, but in fact the truth was that®the
new is not new and the old is not old. " In the late Qing period, when the people’s moods were changing and the
realignments and regroupings of various forces were increasingly fierce, the group of judicial officials whose original duties
had been to resolve societal disputes and safeguard existing order failed to fulfill their responsibilities. Not a small number of
them became revolutionaries. Looked at from this angle, this group of late-Qing judicial officials had the appearance of
unity, but this was only a facade. By analyzing this group’s struciure and problems, we can easily discover how these

officials endured and changed during the process of China’s change from traditional to modern. We can also see how change
and stability co-existed in this process.

A Comparative Study of the Relations between Tse-ven Soong, Sun Yat-sen, and Chiang Kai-
shek during the National Revolution «-:ccccccereeeririiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieianen, Wu Jing-ping(79)

Since working in Sun Yat-sen’s Army and Navy Grand Marshal Headquarters in the 1920s, Tse-ven Soong had been
trusted and heavily depended on by Sun Yat-sen. At the same time, Tse-ven Soong unconditionally respected Sun’s
revolutionary leadership, as he had fully shown his abilities in financial leadership and obtained outstanding
achievements. During his time at the Grand Marshall Headquarters, as well as during the subsequent Guangzhou Nationalist
and Wuhan Nationalist government periods, Sun was widely praised among all circles. After Sun Yat-sen’s death, Tse-ven
Soong and Chiang Kai-shek, upon whom Sun Yat-sen had also heavily depended, both entered the highest levels of the
Kuomintang regime, where they closely cooperated. However, with the development of the National Revolution, in particular
the swift progress of the Northern Expedition, various conflicts—for instance, between the KMT factions, between the
Party’s power and the military’s power, and between individuals and groups—gradually became more prominent. These
contradictions intertwined with the transformation of the relationship between the KMT and the CCP. Finally, the differences
between Song and Chiang became public, and they walked different paths during the Nanjing-Wuhan confrontation.

Chinese Voices in the North China Herald during the Late Qing Period ------------.-- Li Shan(97)

Studying in Enemy Territory—The Real Lives of Chinese Students in Japan during China’s War
of Resistance against Japanese Aggression .......................................... Xu Zhimin( 117)

A Study of Zhaoxin Stock and Its Relationship with the Chinese Financial Industry in the Late
Qing Period ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ Xu Ang( 137)

Continuation and Innovation in the Academic Vein—Reading Sang Bing’s The Paths and Methods
ofAcademic Research ............................................................ Zhang Taiyuan( 150)
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