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The State Affairs Masonic Society and the National Assembly in 1911  «+---ccvene. Sang Bing (4)

Yang Du, Wang Jingwei and others established the State Affairs Masonic Society just when the battles between the
Revolutionary Army and the Qing Army had reached a stalemate. Academic circles have long maintained that the Society
was unpopular and therefore short-lived, but researchers did not have many details about its organization or membership. By
carefully comparing various new and old historical data, we can not only probe and check the identities and activities of
members of the State Affairs Masonic Society and the complicated relationship between the Society and the political
transformation of 1911, we can also explore the steps in the evolution of the National Assembly and its profound effects on
the construction of the modern Chinese political system. Though the Society existed for just a short time, the themes of state
and political systems it raised touched sensitive nerves of parties in both the South and the North. It advocated using majority
decisions of the National Assembly to resolve important disputes over state affairs. This not only became a key point in the
endless entanglement of peace negotiations between the South and North, it also exerted far-reaching influences on the
development and evolution of the structure of China’s political system since the establishment of the Republic of China.

The Inside Story of Japan’s Investigation into the Ownership of Jiandao, 1905—1909
................................................................................................... Li Huazi (35)

In order to stir up the “Jiandao issue,” Japan sent surveyors to inspect Changbai Mountain, and pointed out that the
ditch to the east of the monument ( Huanghuasong Ditch) had been connected with the Songhua River, which actually
proved that the Tumen River and Duman River were two different rivers. In addition, Japan appointed “contractors™ to
carry out research using historical documents, and suggested that the Tumen River and the Duman River were actually the
same river. At the time of the border inspection during the reign of Emperor Guangxu (1875 ~ 1908 ) , Korea accepted the
plan to take the Duman River( now known as the Tumen River) as the border, thereby renouncing ownership of Jiandao.
Although Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs concluded that the argument that Jiandao belonged to Korea was weak, in order
to contain China and advance negotiations, it insisted that the Tumen and Duman Rivers were two different rivers and
maintained that the border settlement in the 13th year of Emperor Guangxu (1887) was invalid. Finally, Japan used the
admission that Jiandao belonged to China as a bargaining chip both to obtain the right to establish a consulate there and also

3

to obtain benefits in the“five cases in three provinces of Northeast China.’

Sino-American Negotiations before the Pearl Harbor Incident --:--eceoevvenene Yang Tianshi (53)

The USA had for a long time been selling a great deal of steel, oil and other strategic materials to Japan, which
increased Japan’s ability to carry out aggression against China. In July of 1939, Chiang Kai-shek sent a telegram to
Roosevelt suggesting that the USA take measures to weaken Japan's economy and fighting capacity. Later in the same
month, the American government announced it was annulling the US-Japan Commercial Treaty and imposing economic
sanctions on Japan. In April of 1941 ,in an attempt to ease the pressure of American sanctions through negotiations, Japan
proposed the US-Japan Memorandum of Understanding. In order to keep the USA from prematurely falling into the
unfavorable situation of fighting simultaneously in the Pacific Ocean and the Atlantic Ocean, Roosevelt proposed a program
of concessions and compromises, seeking to relax the economic blockade on Japan for a certain period of time. Chiang Kai-
shek rigorously opposed this change in American policy toward Japan. He angrily condemned the American government on
the basis of“ international morality and justice” and “human morality,” while Hu Shi and Tse-ven Soong also actively
negotiated with the Americans on this issue. Ultimately, the US policy toward Japan returned to a comprehensively tough
policy after a period of limited compromise, and negotiations between the US and Japan broke down. Japan accused the
USA of simply becoming Chiang Kai-shek’s mouthpiece, and in early December it suddenly carried out the surprise attack
on Pearl Harbor, at which point the Pacific War broke out.

The Participation of the Common People in the Country’s Tax Administration—Negotiations
between the Government and the Common People in the Process of Collecting Income Tax in
Modern China ........................................................................ Wei Wenxia"g (67)

In the late Qing and early Republican periods, as the government was preparing to collect income taxes, it often failed
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